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      Check the hives now for winter stores. Tip up the hive from beneath the back of the bottom board. If one hive seems a lot lighter than the others in the yard, or if it is not a slight strain to lift, it may need feed to get through the winter. Your choices are hard candy or what we call “Ted’s Sugar Mush.” (Do not try to feed sugar syrup in cold weather. It will freeze, and so will the bees, if they take it.)
     Ted's Sugar Mush is 8 parts granulated sugar to 1 part water - about 12.5% moisture content. The bees will eat the sugar when it hardens by adding a little water to it. They will not store it in cells.
      Mix 4lbs sugar to 1 cup (8oz) water in a small pail, or in a 1gal ziplock bag, or in a plastic grocery bag. A heavy plastic grocery bag is best, but others will do. The grocery bags will hold up to 8lbs of sugar if you want to supersize it with two cups of water. The mix will be a heavy mush. 
    The first step when you arrive at the hive is to remove the outer and inner covers. Place a 1” X 2" wooden rim on the perimeter of the top hive body. Tie off the top of the grocery bag, if you’re not using a ziplock, and lay the bag over the top bars of the frames. Smooth out the bumps in the bag with your hands so the bag is an even, low height. Cut 2 or 3, 3" slits in the top of the bag. Then place the inner cover on top of the rim. There should be enough room below the inner cover to allow the bees to crawl over the top of the bag and feed. Replace the telescope cover and weight it down.
     To insure that the darlings do not get chilled while eating, apply duct tape to seal off the two gaps where the rim meets the hive body, and where the inner cover meets the rim (some people might object to closing off the ventilation, but I think there are usually enough cracks in the overall assembly to allow air flow already. Suit yourself.).

You can feed with mush even if you do not have a rim. Place the mush in a 1 gal. ziplock, and cut a slit or two in the center of the bag. Place the bag, with the slits facing down, over the hole in the inner cover. Place a hive body of any size over the inner cover, and put the outer cover on the hive body. They will crawl up into the bag, and empty it if they need it. 
     The colony will not starve if this is kept on them. Peek at them from time to time to see their progress, and to check if they need a refill. Its amazing! 
